Vatikan fordert Gewalt gegen LGBT-Menschen

Das , Européische Forum christlicher LGBT-Gruppen* verurteilt die von Papst und Va-
tikan unterstitzte Gewalt gegen nichtheterosexuelle Menschen. Der Vatikan hat unter
anderem eine UN-Resolution zum Schutz der sexuellen Minderheiten scharf kritisiert.

Auch heute werden immer noch LGBT-Menschen in
verschiedenen Gebieten der Erde bedroht, inhaftiert,
gefoltert und ermordet. Die Tater sind oft Uberzeugt,
dass sie damit den Willen der katholischen Kirche er-
fullen. Der Vatikan bekraftigte diese Annahme, indem
er eine UN-Resolution zum Schutz der Menschen-
rechte von sexuellen Minderheiten kritisierte und be-
kampfte. Die Kirchenleitung forderte, Staaten mussten
das Recht haben, gewisse sexuelle Handlungen zu p— e
regulieren sowie sexuelle Verhaltensweisen mittels Wegen Liebe: Haft und Misshandlung.
Gesetz zu untersagen_ Foto: Zwangsarbeitslager in Myanmar

Auf internationaler Ebene kampft der Vatikan Seite an Seite selbst mit brutalen Diktaturen
gegen LGBT-Menschenrechte. Die Entscheidungen demokratisch gewahlter Parlamente zur
rechtlichen Anerkennung gleichgeschlechtlicher Paare schmaht Joseph Ratzinger als ,Lega-
lisierung des Bésen® und ruft die Katholiken zum Widerstand auf.

Das ,Europaische Forum christlicher LGBT-Gruppen® verfasste einen offenen Brief an Papst
Benedikt. Darin fordert der Dachverband das geistliche Oberhaupt auf, auch Lesben, Schwu-
le, Bisexuelle und Transgender in die Achtung von Menschenrechten einzubeziehen und
deren personliche Integritat zu anerkennen. Im Appell an den Papst wird von diesem eine
klare Stellungnahme gegen homophobe Gewalt erwartet. Der von religiosen Autoritaten aus-
gelibte Druck auf Lesben und Schwule, sich einer ,reparativen Therapie“ zu unterziehen,
kommt ebenfalls zur Sprache. Es ist erwiesen, dass diese Therapien oft psychische Schaden
hervorrufen. Die katholische Kirche wird zudem dazu aufgerufen, Lesben und Schwulen das
gleiche Recht auf eine gelebte Partnerschaft mit einem geliebten Gegenliber zuzugestehen
wie heterosexuellen Menschen.

Das europaische Forum vertritt zurzeit 45 Mitgliedsorganisationen. Die bekanntesten darun-
ter sind im deutschsprachigen Raum die Arbeitsgruppe ,Homosexuelle und Kirche* (HuK)
und die Gemeinschaft ,Zwischenraum® und in Grossbritannien die Gruppe ,Courage®. Die
Initiative fir den offenen Brief ging von der polnischen Gruppe ,Wiary i tecza® (Glaube und
Regenbogen) aus. Die Mitglieder des europaischen Forums griffen den Vorschlag Anfang
Mai 2011 bei einer Konferenz in Berlin auf. Diese Aktion ist ein weiteres Signal fur die Auf-
bruchstimmung in der katholischen Kirche. Die lange Zeit vorherrschenden Gefuhle von
Furcht und Ohnmacht gegentber der Hierarchie weichen einer Atmosphare, die von der For-
derung nach einem offenen Dialog gepragt ist.

Homosexuellenrechte sind unverdusserliche Menschenrechte. Sie gehen uns alle an, denn
die eine Person darf nicht mehr Menschenrechte oder grésseren Schutz geniessen als die

andere. Es ist hochste Zeit, dass die Kirche ihrer menschenfeindlichen Geschlechter- und
Sexualpolitik ein Ende setzt.
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Dear Holy Father,

we appeal for condemnation of the acts of violence against lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender (LGBT) people, and for Your cooperation in lifting the penalisation of homosexual
acts worldwide.

Silence from Your Holiness is interpreted by people engaged in murder, torture and violence
as consent to their actions. For example, in January 2011, David Kato, an activist for the
rights of LGBT people, was brutally murdered in Uganda. Violence, torture and murder of
LGBT people happen often in various parts of the world, and their perpetrators are often
convinced that they comply with the will of the Catholic Church. This belief was compounded
by the fact that in 2008, You refused to support a United Nation draft to lift the penalisation of
homosexual acts.

Furthermore, we appeal to Your Holiness to provide clear information to all Christians
concerning the passages of the Bible that are used to justify these abhorrent actions. As with
the passages supporting slavery, the verses advocating the killing of persons engaged in
same sexsexual activity must not be interpreted literally.

There is still pressure from some Roman Catholic clergy on LGBT Christians to undergo
Lreparative therapy“ in order to change their sexual orientation. This strategy, and an official
Church demand for LGBT people to live in sexual abstinence lead to many life tragedies,
including suicides and severe forms of depression as they try to be obedient to the church’s
teachings and heroically follow them.

However, according to modern studies in psychiatry and psychology, sexual orientation can-
not be changed, and such attempts usually lead to serious psychological damage. Also life in
celibacy cannot be demanded from those people, who do not have a personal call to it.
LGBT Christians cannot be denied their fundamental right for relationship with a beloved per-
son regardless of gender. Because science has testified that homosexuality is a variant of
sexuality, we appeal that this scientific knowledge is included in the teaching of the church.
Consequently, we appeal to You to make sure that it is no longer preached that homosexual
people must undergo therapy, but they are entitled to pursue their lives in a loving and
faithful relationship. The personal and social benefits are: a happy life, mental health, ability
for fruitful work and for bringing support to others.

Otherwise, life often turns into a sad existence, with a series of unsuccessful psychological
and psychiatric therapies, loss of belief in God, humanity and love. This result is frequently
described in letters and testimonies of LGBT Christians. Worldwide, many lesbian, gay and
transgender people live in relationships based on love, fidelity and mutual interest. Just like
in mature heterosexual relationships — love is first a spiritual experience, and secondarily a
physical one. Unfortunately, due to stigmatisation and lack of knowledge — the concept of
homosexuality is associated by many people only with physical love.

Referring to the statement of Your Holiness in December 2008 about the protection of hu-
manity as an ecosystem like a tropical forest, we can say that LGBT people are a less
common species, permanently represented in the ecosystem. And as we know, every spe-
cies is important and needed to ensure the balance God created. We appeal to You to re-
consider the Church’s position on same-sex and transgender relationships and support these
relationships being accepted and blessed in the Church. We appeal to You to cease to urge
Catholics to vote against the law authorising same-sex relationships.

Same-sex and transgender relationships are not dangerous for traditional family existence,

but in fact support and enhance marriage and family values. LGBT people constitute a small
percentage of each population, and their number remains constant.
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The lack of acceptance of young LGBT people both in their families and by the Church al-
most always causes problems in the development of their personalities. The effects of this
are often dramatic and are seen in their desperate attempts to enter heterosexual marriages,
or disguise their sexual orientation and attempt a life in a seminary or a monastery, not
necessarily because of personal vocation. For these reasons, creating a safe and friendly
atmosphere for ,coming out" is important for each society.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says that homosexual persons should be treated with
respect, compassion and sensitivity. Respect and sensitivity should be given to everyone
regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity. If this was truly the case then compassion
would not be necessary. Homophobic behaviour and opinions are especially painful when
perpetrated by Christians — both clergy and laity, and are not in keeping with showing
respect.

God bless Your Holiness.
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